From: Stretch, Frances T. (IMD) (FBI

To: FOIA HQ

Cc: Davis, Connie M. (IMD) (FBI); Morse, Penny B. (IMD) (FBI

Subject: FW: FBI FOIPA Case # 1376043-000 (COGGINS FARMS AND PRODUCE) Direct to OGA
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 7:55:08 AM

Attachments: 1376043-FOIPA Qutgoing Referral EPA.pdf

1376043-Request Letter.pdf
1376043-Index A Sect. 1 pages 77-78.pdf

*PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL. ANY QUESTIONS OR FUTURE CORRESPONDENCE
REGARDING THIS MATTER SHOULD BE SENT TO FBI-FOIPA-CONSULTS@fbi.gov*

Good afternoon,

In connection with the review of FBI files responsive to FBI FOIPA Case #1376043-000, document(s) originating
with your agency or containing information concerning your agency were located and are being referred to your
agency for the appropriate action. Please see the attached documents which outline the FBI's referral to your
agency.

*PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL. ANY QUESTIONS OR FUTURE CORRESPONDENCE
REGARDING THIS MATTER SHOULD BE SENT TO FBI-FOIPA-CONSULTS@fbi.gov*
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mailto:pbmorse@fbi.gov

U.S. Department of Justice

UNCLASSIFIED MATERIAL ENCLOSED

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Date:  October 23, 2018

To: Larry F. Gottesman
National FOIA Officer
Mail Code 2822T
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

From: David M. Hardy
Section Chief
Record/Information Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Subject: FOI/PA Request of George Klees
FBI FOI/PA # 1376043-000
Re: Coggins Farms and Produce

In connection with review of FBI files responsive to the above request, the following were located:

¥ 1 unclassified document which originated with your agency is being referred to you for direct response

to the requester. The requester has been advised of this referral. Please furnish us with a copy of your
disclosure letter to the requester. (See index A)

r unclassified document which originated with your agency is being referred to you. Please review this
information and return the document to us, making any deletions you deem appropriate, citing the
exemption(s) claimed. (See index B)

r FBI document containing information (bracketed) concerning your agency.

I We will advise the requester to expect a direct response from your agency regarding this matter.

I™ Please review this information and return the documents to us, making any deletions you deem
appropriate, citing the exemption(s) claimed. (See index B)

r __ classified document which originated with your agency is being referred to you for direct response to
the requester. The requester has been advised of this referral. Please furnish us with a copy of your
disclosure letter to the requester, and advise us if the classification of the document changed so that we may
amend our files. (See index C)

r classified document which originated with your agency is being referred to you. Please review this
information and return the document to us, making any deletions you deem appropriate, citing the
exemption(s) claimed. Please advise this Bureau if the document still warrant classification. (See index
D)

r classified FBI document containing information (bracketed) concerning your agency.

™ we will advise the requester to expect a direct response from your agency regarding this matter.

™ Please review this information and return the documents to us, making any deletions you deem
appropriate, citing the exemption(s) claimed. Please advise this Bureau if the document still
warrant classification. (See index D)

UNCLASSIFIED MATERIAL ENCLOSED






¥ Please note that some of the enclosed documents contain deletions made by the FBI. The appropriate
exemption appears next to the redacted information. Since the documents will be released by the
Environmental Protection Agency, the requester should appeal to the Environmental Protection Agency’s
appellate authority. The Environmental Protection Agency’s appellate authority will coordinate with the
Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Information Policy (OIP) regarding the FBI deletions once an appeal is
received.

The requester may also seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, they may contact the FBI's FOIA Public
Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If they submit their dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject
heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” The FOIPA Request Number should be cited in any
correspondence to us for proper identification of the request.

A copy of the requester’s initial letter and other significant correspondence is enclosed for your convenience. If
you have any questions concerning this referral, please contact FBI-FOIPA-Consults@fbi.gov. The FOIPA number as
well as the FBI file number(s) on the Index Listing (see next page) should be utilized during any consultation with the FBI
concerning this referral.

(INDEX LISTING NEXT PAGE)
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Index A:

Fax Cover Sheet, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, w/attachment Investigative Activity Report, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, dated 2/23/04, Sect. 1, FDPS pages 77-78

Index B:

Index C:

Index D:

Enclosures
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June 1, 2017

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Attn: FOI/PA Request

Record/Information Dissemination Section
170 Marcel Drive

wWinchester, VA 22602-4843

To Whom It May Concern:

This 1s a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I hereby request the
following records:

Any and all records relating to Coggins Farms and Produce (also known as Coggins
Farm or Coggins Farms) of Lake Park, Georgia. The company, a produce farm, was
initially owned and operated by the Coggins family of South Georgia, including
Kevin Coggins, Gerald Coggins, and Edwin Coggins. In the early 2000s, an
employee named Jim Harnage blew the whistle on various illegal activities at
Coggins Farm, such as toxic waste dumping and the smuggling/employment of
illegal immigrants. He spoke to many state and federal agencies about his
allegations, including the FBI field office in valdosta, Georgia. Coggins Farm
was acquired by Bill Gates in 2014, and merged with Stanley Farms in 2016 to
form Generation Farms. Please include a cross-reference search for Coggins Farms
and Produce, Coggins Farm Supply, Jim Harnage, and Farm Hands Leasing, Inc.

To help you with your search, here are some links about Coggins Farms:

http://www. tectractortimes.com/teci202ga.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20161010114652/http://www.insider -
magazine.com/Valdosta-Lemme. pdf
https://www.peer.org/assets/docs/f1l/05_19 10 _ga_whitepaper.pdf
http://producenews.com/news-dep-menu/test-featured/14392-bill-gates-linked-to-
farmland-purchases-in-north-florida-may-be-looking-elsewhere-in-the-southeast
http://www. theproducenews.com/news-dep-menu/test-featured/18201-coggins-farms-
and-stanley-farms-join-to-form-generation-farms

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this
request i1s not being made for commercial purposes.

Please conduct a search of the Central Records System, including but not limited
to the Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) Indices, the Microphone Surveillance
(MISUR) Indices, the Physical Surveillance (FISUR) Indices, and the Technical
Survelllance (TESUR) Indices, for both main-file records and cross-reference
records for all relevant names, agencies, organisations and companies including
but not limited to those cited in the links I have cited.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of
the total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the
request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if
not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look

forward to receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, as
the statute requires.

Sincerely, “JUN 06 20]{

George Klees
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Filed via MuckRock.com
E-maill (Preferred): 38308-16423845@requests.muckrock.com

For malled responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock

DEPT MR 38308

411A Highland Ave

Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being
sent through MuckRock by the above in order to better track, share, and manage
public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., with the
requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests
might be returned as undeliverable.
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" DETAILS:

&

On 2/23/2004, U.S. EPA SA Charles CARFAGNO telephonically interviewed Leroy
CARTER, Chief Ranger .of the GA Forestry Commission in Echols County, -GA, regarding
COGGINS FARMS. This interview was prompted from information SA CARFAGNO received
from an Anonymous Informant (Al) that Leroy CARTERhad found a discharge pipe originating

~on COGGINS FARMS property and ending at the “Wetland Area”. The Alalso stated that Kevin.
COGGINS offered a bribe to CARTER so wouldn't tell anyone about the discharge'pipe and that -

CARTER refused such & bfibe. CARTER stated the following t0'SA CARFAGNO: ™ . .- .
CARTER doesn't-kiiow of any discharge area at COGGINS FAﬁMS.: The few times
CARTER was around the COGGINS property, he never noticed any discharge pipés.. CARTER

heard of COGGINS bribing .any other Official. When asked specifically, about the above
mentioned incident regardirig-Kevin COGGINS and himself; CARTER sald that he'never found
any discharge pipe and Kevin COGGINS never offered him any money. This concluded the
interview. o ' I ) ‘

" Was nevérotfered money-or other gifts by anybody from COGGINS FARMS horhas CARTER

This document contalns nelther recommendatlons nor concluslons of tha EPA.
Itls the property of the EPA and s loaned to your agency;

Itand il contants are not fo be distributed outsids your agency. Page 1 of 1
OCE Form 008 (3/98) Original-Case File Copy-SAC Office Copy-HQ :
Index A - Sect. 1 FDPS page 78 _— P.o2
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Investigative Activity Report - _0400-0461
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